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Blow molding machine makers strive for quality, speed

By Catherine Kavanaugh
Plastics News Staff

The quest to produce quality
bottles with greater precision
and speed is being met with in-
vestment and innovation by blow
molding machine manufacturers.

New products and next-gen-
eration models on exhibit at
NPE2018 will show_advances in
repeatability and [Cekibility for
primary equipment buyers in the
automotive, beverage, cosmetic,
health care and other markets.

For custom blow molders,
W. Amsler Equipment Inc. has
amped up the second version of
its four<avity stretch blow mold-
ing machine and will display it at
Booth 821067. The L42Xhas gone
from 3 to 12 Bosch-Rexroth servo
motors and now has four paral-
lel heating ovens — one for each
cavity — to allow for more pre-
cise adjustments compared to a
single continuous oven.

/e’ve been talking about this
machine for a couple years. Noth-
ing else like this is manufactured
in North America,” Amsler Sales
and Marketing Manager Heidi
Amsler said in a phone interview.

She pointed to the new oven
system, saying, “There's a lot
more control over the process
When you're running four bot-
tles, you don’t want a variance
from the [zht cavity to the sec-
ond or last.”

The extra servos improve re-
peatability and reduce energy
use yet have fewer cables, ac-
cording to the company. But
Amsler expects another feature
to impress businesses that run
smaller loads with fast change-
overs, maybe making trigger
spray bottles one day and bear-
shaped honey bottles the next
She said the L42X shines in oper-
ations that run a wide variety of
containers.

“The range of bottles that can
be made sets us apart,” Amsler
said. “We can run bottles from 50
milliliters up to 5 liters with neck
sizes from 18 mm to 70 mm.”

In addition, the machine is
equipped with a larger touch-

screen control for the operator
and a Windows-based human
machine interface with access
to assembly drawings, bills of

materials, set-up guides, trou-
ble-shooting tips and training
videos.

Founded in 1994, Amsler, a pri-
vately held Richmond Hill, On-
tario-based company, is the only
North American manufacturer
of all-electric linear PET stretch
blow molders. General Manager
Bruce Coxhead will give a pre-
sentation on linear blow mold-
ing of non<conventional barrier
containers at 10:45 a.m. May 9 at
NPE’s Bottle Zone.

Bekum America Corp. (Booth
W2127) says it will introduce the
U.S.-made 407DL machine in re-
sponse to the growing need for a
high-=speed bottle maker. The ma-
chine offers the benells ofa dou-
ble-shuttle long stroke machine
platen as well as costefléient
production of smaller bottles, es-
pecially for personal care prod-
ucts, according to the company.

Molds can be ¢hanged in 15
minutes without the use oftools,
Bekum says, and the machine
provides “a very attractive”
cost-output ratio. Bekum will
demonstrate features of the elec-
tric version by producing 1iter
round, 3-layer personal care bot-
tles made from HDPE

The 407DL machines also come
in hydraulic and hybrid versions
and include Bekum’s patented
C-Frame clamp design

Kautex Machines Inc. (Booth
W1543) will show how it expand-
ed the range of its smallsize
KBB allelectric machines. The
company added capacity for the
machine line as well as its KSB
suction blow molding machines
to meet growing demand.

In December, Kautex opened a
new assembly hall at its manufac-
turing facility in Bonn, Germany,
where 1t increased capacity for
more than 60 machines a year

Kautex also will demonstrate
a virtual training machine for its
KCC range of hydraulically driv-
en machines at NPE.

Pet All Manufacturing Inc.

W. Amsler Equipment Inc. will be displaying its four-cavity stretch blow
molding machine with a larger touch screen control.

Bekum America Corp. says it
will introduce the U.S.-made
407DL machine in response
to the growing need for a
high-speed bottle maker.
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(Booth W6545) will put three
new all<lectric technologies on
display. The Markham, Ontar-
io-based company will exhibit
a blow molding machine (IBM
300/700) suited for clean rooms,
an injection stretch blow mold-
ing machine (ISBM-180E), and a
PET stretch blow molding ma-
chine (CPSB-1000 LLE) for 15 liter
containers.

Show manager Zoe Webster
says the machines provide ener-
gy savings and have faster cycle
times than their hydraulic coun-
terparts.

Barcelona, Spain-based Side
SA (Booth S16084), which man-
ufactures PET blow molding
machines, will focus on an engi-
neering solution for containers
that need a handle molded from

a preform.
“The T-handle system is the
simplest system that can be |

found for producing containers
with handles,” Side Sales Direc-
tor Josep Jimenez said

Graham Engineering Corp.
(Booth 2743), which is based in
York, Pa., has expanded its pro-
prietary control system called
Navigator to all company’s
brands, which includes Welex
and American Kuhne from earlier
acquisitions.

The control technology uses
an industrial PC with a Windows
platform to improve extrusion
process control. Navigator’s
hardware is designed to with-

stand environments considered |

harsh because of vibrations, tem-
perature and humidity.

“The ease and ability to inte-
grate is boundless,” Justin Kilgo-
re, Graham's vice president ofen-

gineering, said in a news release,

noting synchronized supervisory
control of a line is possible as
well connectivity for data collec-
tion systems and remote support
and trouble-shooting

“Navigator offers integration
without limits.” Kilgore added.

Graham also will have six
processing systems on display,
including its Mini Hercules ac-

cumulator head blow molder,
a modular clamp station for its
Revolution MVP rotary wheel
blow molder; the Welex Evolution
sheet extrusion system; Ameri-
can Kuhne's Ultra extruders with
expanded features; American
Kuhne’s tri-layer medical tubing
line; and American Kuhne’s AK-
cent co-extruder

=
l ' WORLD CLASS EXTRUSION SYSTEMS

DRYER-LE

Model: HVTSE® 105mm-520

Resins. PET, PLA, PP, PS, HDPE
Rate 3.500 Ib/hr (1,560 kg/hi)
Width 40in (1m)

Gauge 15 - 40 mils (0.38 - 1.00 mm)

Pracess Inling tharmaforming

PTi's HVTSE® (high vacuum
twin screw extrusion) Dryer-less Sheet

Extrusion Systems offer selfvwwpu\;y screw technology

for quick product changeovers!

ith the highest number of dryer-less installations in

North America, PTi continues making strides as a ieader in sheet extrusion technology.

G-Series” Configurable LW feaders provide quick
J-Stack roll stands yieid formulation set-ups and
superior shaet performance  changeavers

il LLE

100% fake fesding
capability minimizes
ragrind invantory build-up

TITAN® Plus control
automation provides system
coordination and cantrol




